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INTRODUCTION

Proverbs is for you! It presents you with many
choices, each time the choice is a contrast betwesgtom
and folly. Wisdom is consistently spoken of as the ¢¢a
God. Folly is the opposite of the fear of God and takes
away from wisdom. What will you choose: wisdom ofyf@l
When you're looking for direction, Proverbs will helpuyo
choose wisdom.

Someday you and | will stand before God. He will
not ask us whether we found life meaningful, or whetler o
parents or friends approved of us. He will ask, “Is your
name written in the Lamb’s Book of Life? Did you bow be
fore the Name of Jesus? Did you fear God by walking
wisely?” Each of us will bear responsibility to thesever of
these questions, and that answer will have been dedgred
whether we chose a life of wisdom or a life of folly

Proverbs was written in a style that is not only unde
standable to all cultures today, but was also understandable
when it was written, even to the neighboring pagan Egyp-
tians. Ancient Egyptian wisdom texts are full of s@g on
topics similar to those the book of Proverbs handlesh as:
justice and integrity, piety, generosity, sobrietyerfidships,
wise speech, and even parental advice. All of thesestopi
found in contemporary Egyptian wisdom texts can also be
found in the Book of Proverbs.

However, that is not saying that because there is other
comparable ancient literature, excerpts from the Bitdeoa
the same ground. While there may be other literatute tha
makes observations which arrive at similar conclusiens a
Scripture, there is only one writing from God, the Holy
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Scripture, which is to be used as our guide-book for life.

The grand and over-riding message of Proverbs (1:7), Job
(28:28), and Ecclesiastes (12:13), is that God is to be feared
and His commandments kept.

Folly was the current of culture thousands of years
ago when King Solomon, the writer of much of Proverbs,
was the wisest man ever to live on earth. Folstilsthe
current of culture two thousand years after Jesus walked
earth and revealed divine wisdom to us. To walk in wisdom
we cannot order our lives according to our culture.

By the time our boys were teens, they had each heard
or read the entire book of Proverbs repeatedly. Bad it
together with them before breakfast and they reasl st
of their personal devotions. You'll never get tiredtsd hu-
mor and wit, sarcasm and repetition, nor the loud awed rel
vant call to wisdom found in Proverbs.

This Bible study divides Proverbs into five parts:

- Ch. 1-9- Parental exhortations and appeals to
turn to wisdom.
Ch. 9-24- Solomon'’s collections of wise, catchy
sayings.
Ch. 25-29- Hezekiah’s collection of Solomon’s
sayings, featuring warnings and instruction
Ch. 30- Humble Agur’s wisdom riddles
Ch. 31- Lemuel shares motherly wisdom.

Because so many of the verses are catchy and helpful
on their own, you might have thought that Proverbs was
written as just a bunch of individual verses strung toeyet
Not true! As you probably know, chapter and verse divi-
sions were not in the original writing. So, how were th
Proverbs really written? A close look at the histoiryHe-
brew wisdom literature shows that form and patterrpare
of the richness of the writing. If you pay less attamto the
verse numbers, using them only as a guide to identifyavher
you are reading, while watching for clues that might revea



greater depth of meaning, Proverbs will be more valuable t
you than ever before.

For example, there are collections of sayings in pat-
terns of A-B-A-B, where B explains A (Proverbs 10:13,14),
A-B-B-A, or A-B-C-B-A, where ideas crescendo to a main
point that you may have missed in past readings (Preverb
18:6,7). There are catchword collections in groups contain
ing a common main word (Proverbs 6:4,10). Specifically
watching for that main word will increase your understand-
ing. Thematic collections are more meaningful if youcka
for what is being said about the theme (Proverbs 22:2A5).
style used often is inclusio collections that begid and
with a common catchword or catchphrase @y
16:1,9). Random repetition collections cause a repeated
topic to stand out—an effective style that good speakers
sometimes use in our culture. The brother of a groom re-
cently used random repetition in a wedding reception toast
speech. “I'm tired of seeing my brother walk around in his
underwear,” was humorously interspersed six times ingtis |
of ten reasons why he was glad his brother was gettamg m
ried and moving out of the house.

Many fascinating contrasts are made in Proverbs:
diligence and laziness, wealth and poverty, peacefalgivi
and contentiousness, kindness and cruelty, generosity and
selfishness, self-protection and self-destruction, disaig
a child and sparing the rod, a peaceful wife and a nag, and
the wisdom of listening to advice and the folly of ignoring
The distinction between righteousness leading todifie,
wickedness leading to death, becomes apparent as you read
through Proverbs. The coolest thing is that the bod¥o¥-
erbs can capture the attention of a 5 year old and a&#5 ye
old. Proverbs is a great teaching tool to advance wisdom,
which is the fear of God!

We are sure that whether you are working on this
booklet alone or with family, you will enjoy it immerigk It
has been divided into bite sized portions, which could be
used on a daily basis. As yeu apply your life to Gods wi
dom, you and your loved ones will grow in joy and harmony.
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PART ONE

A PARENTAL CALL
TO WISDOM

Proverbs 1-9



FOUNDATION

Proverbs 1:1-7~ FOUNDATIONAL FEAR OF GOD

Vs. 1

Three books in the Bible are attributed to Solomon. gSuin
Solomon is the passionate story of a young bride and groom.
Ecclesiastes is the journal of an older man writteth \&
skeptical, despairing and cynical voice, who concludes that
enjoyment of life is trumped by fear of God. The book of

Proverbs was written throughout Solomon'’s life.

Read 1 Kings 3:9-11. What did Solomon ask God for that
left us with these three books?

Did this please or displease God?

Vs. 2-4
What is the purpose of Proverbs? List as many purpses
you can find in these verses:

Vs. 5
What will Proverbs do for the wise that listen?

What will Proverbs do for the discerning?

Do you want to learn and be guided? Let’s go!
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Vs. 6
Here’s our first clue that we should pay attention tovde-
ous literary “tricks of the trade” to get the most it
Proverbs. Four styles of writing are mentioned. What ar
they?

The writers used proverbs, parables or interpretatioise w
sayings, and riddles or dark sayings. Which of these styles
did Jesus like to use the most?

There’s value in paying attention to the way the wisdom is
written down, so watch for clues as you progress throligh t
study.

Vs. 7

Ah ha! This is important! The foundational concept!this
verse, you have the eye-glasses lying right there otatile
for you to put on and view life through. What does this

verse tell us ?

How would your life be different if you viewed every deci-
sion through the lens of the fear of God?

Write down your prayer asking God for the type of hdzat
pleases God, and for a viewpoint of the fear of God.
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EXHORTATION #1

Read Proverbs 1:8-19~ THE 1st EXHORTATION OF
PROVBR: LISTEN UP!

Vs. 8
What are the parents warning their child to_do?

Vs. 9
Do they begin with motivation of threats or rewards?

Vs. 10-19

These parents specifically address ungodly peer pressure and
the realities of falling to it. Notice the use of “thegnd

“we”, indicating that a gang or group of peers will put pres
sure on the young man. What path are they heading down
(vs. 12)?

While they think they are giving others trouble, who are
they really causing trouble for (vs. 18-19)?

Comparevs. 11 and vs. 1% see how ungodly peer pressure
is a lie.
Vs. 11 What is presented as enticing?

Vs. 19 What is the actual outcome?

This is how Satan works. Look at Genesis 3 to see l®w h
presented something as enficing, but it didn’t work out the
way he presented it.



WISDOM'S APPEAL #1

Read Proverbs 1:20-33~ “REJECT WISDOM AND
BAT YOUR DOOM”

Vs. 20-21 & 33
These verses give the introduction and conclusion $oafH
peal. Invs. 20-21, wisdom is calling out in the streatsvsl
33, she states the reward for those who heed her \84ihat
is the reward?

She is calling you and me! Listen to wisdom to find segur
and avoid disaster.

Vs. 22 & 32
In vs. 22, wisdom reproaches those who do not listervs.In
32, wisdom states their fate. What is their fate?

Vs. 23 & 31
In vs. 31, the promise is that the consequences déimong
at reproof will be very real. What are those consecgsh

You will get what you want. If you want wisdom, you’lltge

it, along with its reward. If you want folly and theropan-
ionship of fools, you'll get it, along with the consequence
and/or judgments. We’re going to look at the main pofint o
this appeal now... a very gerious description of the conse-
guences of choosing folly.



Vs. 26-28

The main point of this passage is an announcement ofsait lea
5 consequences for those who are indifferent to ortrejse
dom. List those consequences or judgments:

The saddest thing about the person who is suffering these
consequences is that in the terror, destruction, disted
anguish, he will cry out and seek wisdom, but wisdom will
not answer. What's happening here is the person feels
worldly sorrow and hates the circumstance, but doeseaot
pent. Proverbs teaches exactly what Jesus taughttthévia
5:3-4, and Paul taught in 2 Corinthians 7:9-11... that godly
sorrow hates the sin rather than just the consequéhaes
are the result of the sin. Identifying our own persomais

the beginning of hope!

Vs. 24-25 & 29-30

Now we’re going to look at the verses that give thesoaa

for the horrible consequences you've just listed.

Circle “because” in verses 24 and 29. The reason for the
judgment of verses 26-28 precedes and follows its pro-
nouncement. Circle the two phrases that are repekedta
word for word in verse 25 & 30. What is that phrase?

Have you been given counsel or reproof in the past days?
If so, write it down.

Have you ignored and despised it, or have you listened and
accepted it?




EXHORTATION #2

Read Proverbs 2:1-11~ THE 2nd EXHORTATION OF
PROVERBREFUSE ANY-
THING BUWISDOM

Vs. 1-4

Circle “if” each time you find it in these four verse&ach
“Iif” represents a decision that must be made. Lissehdeci-
sions:

List the actions that must be taken. Verse 1 is dongdo.
Vs. 1 _receive or accept, store up or treasure up.

Vs. 2

Vs. 3

Vs. 4

Vs. 5-8

Look at these beautiful verses to see how God protéists
followers. What are the promises given to those wies
ceive, treasure, yearn for, and seek wisdom?

Vs. 9-11
Look at these verses to see how those who receiasune
yearn for, and seek wisdom behave properly and carefully
life. What are the words used to describe the lifdisftlype
of person?
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2 TYPES OF PEOPLE

Read Proverbs 2:19-22~ YOU MUST REFUSE TWO
TYBEOF PEOPLE

Vs. 12-19
Two types of people will tempt a young man away from wis-
dom. He must refuse both if he is to choose wisdoraw H

is the first tempter described (vs. 12-15)?

How is the second tempter described (vs. 16-19)?

Vs. 20-22

Look at the contrast between the two choices. Vithae
result for the one that chooses the way of the goddight-
eous?

Note the drastic difference of result for the ond tfeoses
the way of the wicked and unfaithful.
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EXHORTATION #3

Read Proverbs 3:1-12~ THE 3rd EXHORTATION OF
PROVERBS TRUST GOD
FOR LIFE

Vs. 1-4

These verses contain a parental appeal. What words and
phrases show us that it is not only outward behavioralsot
inner character that is being exhorted?

Vs. 5-8

These verses build on the idea of the inner motimatd
pleasing God. Verses 5-8 teach humility and trust in @od.
lot of people have heard verses 5 & 6, but let's obsewe
closely how verses 7-8 explain verses 5-6.

Vs. 5a & 7aTrusting God (vs.5a) meam®t thinking I'm
wise(vs. 7a)

Vs. 5b & 7b Leaning not on my own understandifyg.5b)
means (vs. 7b)
Vs. 6a & 7cAcknowledging God (vs.6a) means

(vs. 7¢)

Vs. 6b & 8 Straight paths (vs.6a) means

(vs. 8)

Vs. 9-10
These verses teach submission of material goods othweal
God’s rule. What honors God?

Vs. 11-12
These verses teach that we must patiently accept @cdis
pline. What shows a son ¢hat his father delights m?hi




WISDOM IN CREATION

Read Proverbs 3:13-266 WISDOM’S CREATION ROLE

Vs. 13-18

What word begins and ends this passage?

This passage describes what it's like to be blessed by wis-
dom. What do vs. 14-15 say that wisdom is better than?

What picture does vs. 16 give you of wisdom?

What pleasures does wisdom offer in vs. 17-187?

Vs. 19-20
What is wisdom’s part in creation according to vs.19a

Read Genesis 7:11. The flood of Noah and its destruction
was wisdom from the Lord. How is the flood described i
Proverbs 3:20a?

What is wisdom’s part in creation according vs.19b?

How is God’s gentle nurturing of His creation referrednto
vs.20b?
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CALL TO WISDOM

Read Proverbs 3:21-35- WISDOM VS. FOLLY

Vs. 21-26
These verses contain another parental appeal. Whstlime
parent desire for the child in these verses, as thet rek

keeping wisdom?

In vs. 26, what ultimate protection is offered the childowh
heeds his parents’ appeal to be wise?

Vs. 27-30
These verses are a call to a life of helpfulness kamkvo-
lence. Four behaviors are then listed that prevexttdduse
us not to be helpful. What are they?

Vs. 31-34
What warnings are given to arrest criminal behavior (@ard
the pun)?

Vs. 35
The exhortation ends with the contrast between tke and
the fool. What do the wise inherit?

What do fools get?
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EXHORTATION #4

THE 4TH EXHORTATION OF PROVERBS (THREE
PARENTAL APPEALS)

Read Proverbs 4:1-9~ PARENTAL APPEAL #1

Vs. 1-9
What did the father’s father teach him when he whalay?

What is the most important thing for a child to get?

Verse 9 lists the rewards of prizing and embracing wisdom.
What are the rewards?

Read Proverbs 4:10-19- PARENTAL APPEAL #2
Vs. 10-13
What is the general parental appeal?

Vs. 14-19
A specific appeal is made. What is the parent spedyfical
warning the child about?

C.S.Lewis, in a 1914 speech to university students, made the
following observation, which elaborates on vs. 14-15:

“To nine out of ten of you, the choice which could lead
to scoundrelism will come, when it does come, in no
very dramatic colors. _Obviouslgad men,_obviously
threatening or bribing, will most certainly not appear.
Your invitation may cgyme over a drink, over a cup of
coffee, disguised as triviality and sandwiched between



two jokes, from the lips of someone whom you have re-
cently been getting to know rather better and whom you
hope to know better still — just at the moment when you
are hoping not to appear uncool — the hint will come.
You will be drawn in, if you are drawn in, not by the
desire for gain or ease, but simply because at that mo-
ment, when the cup was so near your lips, you could
not bear to be left out. If you are drawn in, next week it
will be something a little further from the rule, and next
year something further still, but all in the jolliest,
friendliest spirit....”

Vs. 18-19
Contrast the path of the righteous with the way of th
wicked.

The path of the righteous:

The way of the wicked:

Read Proverbs 4:20-27~ PARENTAL APPEAL #3:
‘O BE GEFUL LITTLE...”

The father uses imagery of body parts to urge the sstajo
true to wisdom, reminding us of the children’s sorQ, e
careful little eyes what you see....”

Vs. 21 & 25 The eyes are to:

Vs. 26 & 27 The feet are to:

Vs. 24 The mouth and lips are to:

Vs. 21 & 23 The heart is to:

Vs. 22 The whole body will be healthy if the son:
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EXHORTATION #5

Read Proverbs 5:1-23~ THE 5th EXHORTATION:
WARNG AGAINST
ADUERY

Vs.1-6

The power of the temptation of illicit sex is warneghimst

in clear and direct language. What is the bitter outcofme
being drawn in by the flattery of a temptress (vs. 4-6)?

Vs. 7-14
What do these verses teach us that adultery leads to?

There are countless instances where a man who féfieto
temptation of adultery is now suffering the consequences...
everything from financial ramifications to a trail of kem
relationships. The man who indulges himself will pag th
price over and over.

Vs. 15-19
Note the contrast in these verses to the man tHattéahdul-

tery. This husband and wife fulfill and refresh eather
sexually and enjoy each other’s bodies. They should never
be willing to share that with any other. Note the woofls
tender affection and pleasure:

Vs. 20-23
What are the results of adultery?
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FOUR TEACHINGS

Read Proverbs 6:1-19~ FOUR TEACHINGS JOINED
BY CATBWORDS
(Notehet connecting word
from eatgaching to the next.)

Vs. 1-5~ DON'T CO-SIGN

Do not co-sign a loan, or get caught up in legal entangle-
ments that you can't get out of. If you have done thisat
should you not do till you are free?

. Circle the connecting words,

“sleep and slumber”.

Vs. 6-11~ DON'T BE LAZY

If you are lazy, what will be the result?
Circle the connecting words, “sleep and slumber”. Inevers
11, an “armed man” refers to a wicked man who ambushes
you unexpectedly. This is how poverty comes upon you,
like a beggar that lingers about and won't leave ‘til enbas
been given. Underline the connecting words, “armed man”.

Vs. 12-15~ DON'T BE DECEPTIVE

Underline the connecting words, “wicked man” or “villain”.
This man tries to cover wickedness by obscure behavior such
as winking and shuffling. What other deceptive ploys are
used?

He also “sows discord” or “stirs up dissension”. Rubox
around the connecting words, “sows discord” or “stirs up
dissension” (vs. 14).

25



Vs. 16-19~ SIX THINGS GOD HATES

The order of these verses makes it easy to memorizeise

it moves through the body parts: eyes, tongue, handd, hea
and feet, associating each with some type of sinrdiflgcts

an attitude. Two specific types of person are then dame
For each body part in the chart on the next page, hetad-
tion of sin and the corresponding attitude God detests:

Action Attitude
Eyes Arrogance
Tongue Distorts reality for own
purposes
Hands Lack of control over anger,

and lack of regard for life

Heart Scheming personality

Feet Enthusiasm for sin

Vs. 19

The first type of person that God hates is a persbho w
speaks wrongly against others, and the second is a person
who breaks up unity. Put a box around the connecting
words, “sows discord” or “stirs up dissension” (vs.19ka&
Ephesians 4:3 to see how God doesn’'t change from the Old
Testament to the New Testament.
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EXHORTATION #6

Read Proverbs 6:20-35- THE 6th EXHORTATION:
PROTECIHE SEXUAL
FUTURBF A YOUNG MAN

Parents desire a joyful and fulfilling married life fadreir
child, which is threatened by the lure of illicit sexheTre-

sult of such behavior ranges from disgrace to personal de-
struction.

Vs. 20-24
What are the benefits of heeding parental commands and
teachings?

Vs. 25-35
Read this warning carefully. What is the end result afigyo
to the immoral woman?

Discuss ways in which the sexual future of your children ca
be protected.
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EXHORTATION #/

Read Proverbs 7:1-27~ THE 7th EXHORTATION:
STAYAWAY FROM A
WOMANWHO TEMPTS
YOMITH SEX

Vs. 1-3

Read Proverbs 3:3; 6:21, and 7:3. This common parental ap-
peal regarding how to handle the commands that have been
given, deals with two aspects of life: the inner mad #re
outer man. How are inner man and outer man refeo@d t

Vs. 4-5
What is the young man to love rather than the immoral
woman?

Vs. 6-23

This sad story is an example of a young man who yields to
the temptations of illicit sex, becoming like a docileypsd
animal going to the slaughter. What is the price he pays

Vs. 24-27

The father reveals the monster beneath the beautiuit-

ing exterior. What has the lady that appeared so desirabl
actually done?
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WISDOM'S APPEAL #2

Read Proverbs 8:1-21, 32-34 “|IF YOU LISTEN TO ME
YOU'LL BE BLESSED”

Vs. 1-3
Wisdom calls to all people, like a merchant hawking he
goods. Where does she desire to find an audience?

Vs. 4-11
From vs. 5, how do we know wisdomnet a matter of intel-
lect, but of faith and obedience?

What does wisdom claim about her words?

What is wisdom’s value greater than?

Vs. 12-16
What does the prudence of wisdom allow?

Vs. 17-21
Underline “love” in verses 17 & 21. Who does wisdom be-
stow her treasures on?

Vs. 32-34
Circle “listen” in vs. 32 and vs. 33. Circle blessed in32.
and vs. 34. What is required for blessing?

Vs. 35-36
What does finding wisdom lead to?

What does failing to find wi§tlom lead to?




WISDOM & JOY

Read Proverbs 8:22-29- THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
ENJOYMH OF WISDOM

Vs. 22-29
When was wisdom birthed or brought forth?

What does wisdom claim to have a part in?

Since wisdom was present at creation, can you pichatke t
the principles of wisdom became part of the fiber i&fae
tion? If wisdom had a part in creation and the univessed-
ated according to wisdom principles, do you see how it is
folly and destruction to live contrary to her princifles

Vs. 30-31
What is wisdom doing in these verses?

Her laughter is an invitation to enjoy God’s creatiormaacg
God’s pronouncement that “it was good” (Gen. 1:31). How
can you be wise and filled with joy while enjoying God's
creation today?

Vs. 32-36

Wisdom gives us the necessary requirements to live a life
that is full of joy (blessing). What are the requiretse(vs.
32-24)?

What contrast is given between those who find wisdom and
those who do not (vs. 35-36)7?
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WISDOM'S APPEAL #3

Read Proverbs 9:1-12~ “COME TO A BANQUET OF
LIFE”

Vs. 1-6
Wisdom calls with an invitation to a feast of life affth, and
celebration. Who is invited?

Vs. 7-8
Proverbs recognizes that there are some that mockolfr sc
wisdom. How are we to treat them?

Vs. 9
Who will listen to instruction and teaching?

Vs. 10
Wisdom is not possible apart from God. What must dur at
tude toward God be in order to gain wisdom?

Vs. 11-12
Wisdom holds the promise of life. Who bears the respon
bility as to whether a person is wise or not?

31



Read Proverbs 9:13-18- FOLLY MAKES AN APPEAL:
‘COME TO ABANQUET OF
THE DEAD

Compare Proverbs 9:3-4 with Proverbs 9:14-16. What is the
difference?

Compare the “food” of Proverb s 9:5-6 with the “food” of
Proverbs 9:17. What is the difference?

Vs. 18
What is the end result of folly?
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SUMMARY OF PROVERBS 1-9

Seven Parental Calls to Wisdom:

EXHORTATION #1 ~ Proverbs 1:8-19
Listen to me, not to sinners

EXHORTATION #2 ~ Proverbs 2:1-11
Refuse anything but wisdom

EXHORTATION #3 ~ Proverbs 3
Trust God for life

EXHORTATION #4 ~ Proverbs 4
Heed wisdom'’s instruction

EXHORTATION #5 ~ Proverbs 5
Don't be adulterous

EXHORTATION #6 ~ Proverbs 6:20-35
Protect your sexual future

EXHORTATION #7 ~ Proverbs 7:1-27
Stay away from women who tempt you with sex

Three Appeals of Wisdom:

APPEAL #1 ~ Proverbs 1:20-33
Reject me and meet your doom

APPEAL #2 ~ Proverbs 8:1-21 and 32-34
If you listen to me, you'll be blessed

APPEAL #3 ~ Proverbs 9:1-12
If you listen to me, you'll have a banquet of life.
If you listen to folly,,a banquet of death.
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PART TWO

PROVERBS
OF

SOLOMON

Proverbs 10-24



WHAT AWISE SON DOES

Read Proverbs 10:1-5WHAT KIND OF SON ARE YOU?

Vs. 1-5

These sayings begin with “wise son / foolish son” (ysand
end with “wise son / disgraceful son” (vs. 5). What Wap-
pen to the family whose sons do right and are diligent
their work?

What will happen to the family whose sons are lazyesort
to crime?

Read Proverbs 10:6-1+ LISTEN WITH DISCERNMENT

Vs. 6 &11
The phrase that frames these parallel proverbs isrfidgth

of the wicked conceals violence”. Deceit comes frdm t
mouth of the wicked. What comes from the mouth of the
righteous?

Vs.7&9

Both verses list the fate of the righteous versudateeof the
wicked. The name of the wicked will rot as his ways be-
come known. What is the fate of the righteous?

Vs. 8 & 10
Both verses contain the same line. What is it?

Consider the source when Jistening to someone. Dorthey
ceive commands or do they try to hoodwink?



DISCERNMENT

Read Proverbs 10:12-18 WISE DISCERNMENT
REGAMRNG OFFENSES

Vs. 12 & 18
Verse 12 is quoted in 1 Peter 4:8 and James 5:20. What does
it teach?

Circle “hatred” in verses 12 & 18. What do hatred and lying
lips have in common?

Vs. 13-14

There’s a contrast between the righteous and wicked man’s
use of the tongue. How would you compare a wise person’s
use of the tongue with the fool's use of the tongue?

Vs. 15-16
Verse 15 seems to say that wealth is better than ot
when you add verse 16, clearly there is a type of lié th
must be lived. What is necessary so that wealth is not
wicked gain?

Vs. 17
What type of people set the example for how life &hdoe
lived?

Given the context of this passage, framed by the catchwo
“hatred,” it teaches that unforgiving people who don't heed
instruction, but are motivated by their own profit, avebe
avoided. 37



SPEECH, SECURITY, & SLOTH

Read Proverbs 10:19-32 THE TONGUE, DESIRE FOR
SECUH, LAZINESS

The hardest working hockey players in the NHL never talk
about how hard they work. They are all about winning and
giving the team credit. Did you ever notice that peogie w
talk abut being a hard worker, aren't? It's all talk ard-la
ness. Restraining the tongue, security, and hard wor&llare
tied together in this collection of proverbs.

Vs. 19
This verse is an ironic introduction to a lesson on cpee
security, and sloth (laziness). What does it telabsut the

wise use of the tongue?

Vs. 20-32

A memory aid in Solomon’s day was to have poems go up
one side of a hill, peak, and then come down the other sid
covering the same topics that were hit on the wayWpen

you look at these verses that way, you see they eaagad
with a foundational idea of the importance of the ton@te

21 & 31-32). Up and down the hill you hear principles for
personal security (22-25 & 27-30), and at the top there is a
humorous peak about laziness (26).

Vs. 20-21 ~ Tongue

Vs. 22-25 ~ Desire for Security
Vs. 26 ~ Laziness

Vs. 27-30 ~ Desire for Security
Vs. 31-32 ~ Tongue
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Vs. 20-21 & 31-32~ TONGUE: BASIS FOR SECURITY

Circle “lips” or “tongue of the righteous” in 20, 21, 31,dan
32. List the contrast between the tongue of the riglgend
the tongue of the wicked or fool.

Vs. 20 “Tongue of the righteous is choice silver,” but the
fool

Vs. 21 “Lips of the righteous feed many,” but the fool

Vs. 31 “Tongue of the righteous brings forth wisdom,” but
the fool

Vs. 32 “Tongue of the righteous pours out what is needed
and acceptable,” but the fool

Vs. 22-25 & 27-29~ SECURITY

Vs. 22 & 24 What similarities do you find in these verses?

Vs. 23 & 25 Read Matthew 7:24-27 and note how Jesus tells
a story that illustrates these verses. The wickecamgsed,

and enjoy the fun of the tempest, but they do not stand.
What happens to the righteous?

Vs. 27 & 29 Both verses contain the phrase “fear of the
Lord.” What does “fear of the Lord” bring about?

Both verses also contain rgferences to wicked or evidoer
What is their result?




Vs. 28 & 30 Both verses contain the word “righteous.”
What happens to the “righteous?”

Both verses also speak of the “wicked.” What happens to
them?

The righteous who fear the Lord will have their neeukt
and will be established forever, given life, and theyrvall
never be removed. The wicked will not stand, will have
short years, destruction, perished expectations, ardatil
dwell in the land. What is required for personal seg@rit

Vs. 26~ LAZINESS
Ha Ha. Funny word picture! Have you ever tried drinking
straight vinegar or standing in front of a fire witlnake
blowing in your eyes? Both are irritating to your physical
person. An unreliable person, or sluggard, is irritatinthe
emotion of the person counting on them. Have you ever
been vinegar to someone’s teeth or smoke to someoress ey
by your laziness?
What changes do you need to make so you will use your
tongue wisely and do right?

Don’t miss the connection between the use of
your tongue and your laziness!
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THINGS GOD HATES

Read Proverbs 11:1-20- WHAT DOES GOD HATE?

Vs. 1 and 20~ ABOMINATION TO THE LORD

Circle the phrases that frame this passage — “abomimgii

the Lord” and “His delight.”

What two things are an abomination to the Lord according to
vs. 1 and 20?

What does the Lord delight in?

Vs. 1 deals with actions while vs. 20 speaks of the heart.
both actions and attitudes are important to God.

Vs. 1-4~ FRAUD
Verses 1 and 4 describe how God hates dishonestly gained
wealth. How does God feel about righteous honesty?

Verses 2 and 3 contrast proud lying with humble integrity.
Ephesians 4:25 teaches that if we lie, we do not see wessel
as part of the body of Christ, but as a prideful sidfatity
that needs to protect self. Humble truth shows thatave
sider others more important.

Vs. 5-6~ RIGHTEOUS VS. WICKEDNESS
Verses 5a and 6a — What is the fate of the righteous?

Verses 5b and 6b — What is the fate of the wicked?
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Vs. 7-8~ PROMISES TO WICKED & RIGHTEOUS
What is promised to the wicked?

What is promised to the righteous?

Vs. 9-13~ DESTRUCTIVE LIPS
What do verses 9a, 12a, & 13a teach that the mouth isaable
do?

What do verses 9b, 12b, & 13b teach that the righteous,
trustworthy, man of understanding does with his mouth?

Verses 10a & 11a — Describe a city full of righteous people

Verses 10b & 11b — Describe the effect of wicked people.

Vs. 14-15~ IMPRUDENT ACTION

Imprudent action on both the national level and the paison
level leads to failure and suffering. What does see&ahg
vice lead to?

Vs. 16-17~ CRUELTY
Verses 16a & 17a — What happens to kind people?

Verses 16b & 17b — What happens to cruel and ruthless peo-
ple?

Vs. 18-19~ CONTRAST IN WHAT HAPPENS
Verses 18a & 19b — What happens to wicked, evil people?

Verses 18b & 19a — Whagt happens to righteous people?




GENEROSITY'S IMPACT

Read Proverbs 11:21-31~ GENEROSITY IMPACTS
GENERATIONS

Vs. 21, 23, 30, 31
Circle the word “righteous” in each verse 21, 23, 30, and 31
What are the results of righteousness and wisdom?

Did you notice that in vs. 21 and 30 it is not only théntrg
eous man himself, but others around him (his children) that
are affected by his righteousness? A wife has a big impac
on this, as taught by the humorous interjection in v@tse
A beautiful wife without discretion is compared to a roig
goldina

Vs. 24-29

Generosity is contrasted with selfishness. What sarae
results of being generous and not hoarding or trusting in
wealth?

What are some results of being selfish and withholding or
trusting in wealth?
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WORLDLY VS. GODLY

Read Proverbs 12:1-16

Vs. 1~ PEPPER WORD

Those who love discipline will be taught by it. Whatrd/as

used to describe the person that hates reproof (is too sensi-
tive or gets hurt by it)?

Vs. 2-4~ CONTRAST & WARNING
Vs. 2a and 3b What is the result for the righteous man?

Vs. 2b and 3a What is the result for the evil man?

Vs. 4 What does a woman who brings shame to her hdisban
cause for him?

Vs. 5-8~ THINK RIGHT, TALK RIGHT, FEEL RIGHT
How are the righteous described in this passage?

How are the wicked described?

Vs. 9-14~ PROVIDER
Circle “bread” or “food” in vs. 9b and 11a. Circle wottat
express the idea of work in 11a and 14b.

What kind of man will provide well for the needs of his
household?

What is required for the righteous man to have abundant
food?

Read Proverbs 12:15-16

Vs. 15a and 16a How is a fool described?

What does a wise man do?**




GUARD YOUR MOUTH

Read Proverbs 12:17-22 USE THE POWER OF
WORD®R THE WELL -
BEINGF OTHERS

Vs. 17a, 19a, and 22b HONESTY
How is honesty described?

Vs. 17b, 19b, and 22& LYING
How is lying described?

Vs. 18~ THOUGHTLESNESS VS. WISDOM
Contrast thoughtless words with wise words.

Vs. 20-21~ IMPACT OF WORDS
What happens to those who seek the well-being of others?

What happens to the wicked who devise evil for others?
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WISE TALK & ACTION

Read Proverbs 12:23-28- CHOOSING OF WORDS &
CHOQO$E OF FRIENDS

Vs. 23 & 26

What is advised in the choosing of words (vs. 23) and the
choosing of friends (vs. 26)?
Vs. 24 & 27

Diligence determines whether one will be a master or a
slave. When the lazy man comes home with his prégat w
does he do with it?

Vs. 25 & 28

Life is more than just immortality. It also includgsy and
fulfillment. Controlling stress and coming up with a good
word, rather than being depressed, is the path of lite an
righteousness. What is the result of an anxious heart?

Read Proverbs 13:1-4- OPEN EARS AND CLOSED
MOUTH vsHBT EARS AND
OPEN MOUTH

Vs. la & 3a
What does a wise person do with his ears and lips?

Vs.2a & 4b
What is the result when someone receives parentalids
tion and knows when to be silent?

Vs. 1b & 3b

This person shuts his ears and opens his mouth.

Vs. 2b & 4a

What is the result for the person that shuts his eatopens
his mouth? e




TRUTH & WEALTH

Read Proverbs 13:5-6~- DISREGARD FOR TRUTH IS
SELF-DERUCTION

Vs. 5a & 6a
What do the righteous hate?

What does righteousness do?

Vs. 5b & 6b
What do the wicked do?

What does wickedness do?

Read Proverbs 13:7-1+ THE UNCERTAINTY OF
WEALTH

Vs. 78 &11
Note the context of money and the warning that things are
not always what they seem. Wealth can be a bothermto pr

tect...a poor man has nothing worth stealing. What is re-
quired to increase wealth wisely (vs. 11)?

How does this verse speak to acquiring wealth through gam-
bling or through lotteries?

Vs. 9-10
When you consider the advice of these verses in the ¢ontex
of wealth, what can you leagn from them?




HOPES & DESIRES

Read Proverbs 13:12-2% DREAMS FULFILLED VS.
HOPEEBERRED

Vs. 12 & 19a

Circle “hope deferred” in vs. 12, and “desire accomplished”
in vs. 19. In verse 12, everyone rejoices to see theanas
fulfilled. How is this restated in 19a?

Vs.13a & 18a
What is the result of despising, distaining, or ignoring i
struction?

Vs. 13b & 18b
What is the result of revering God’s commands and paying
attention when you are rebuked?

Vs. 14-17

Note the references to wisdom - good understanding, pru-
dence, faithfulness, listening to rebuke. Listening to tise wi
and living wisely lead to life and healing. However, the
warning of vs. 15b is that the way of the transgressiand.
Remember, this passage was framed with the joyful idea of
having dreams fulfilled, rather than a hard life. So, twha
necessary for the fulfillment of the deepest longiafygour
soul?
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Vs. 19b
What does verse 19b state about fools?

Fools are those who do not turn from evil and will never
have their longings fulfilled. If you are disappointedyoyr
longings not being fulfilled, list ways you are being alfo
and not listening when you are rebuked.

Read Proverbs 13:20-2+ END RESULT

Vs. 20a & 21b
What is the result of wisdom and righteousness?

What is the result of folly and sin?
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PROVIDE FOR FAMILY

Read Proverbs 13:22-25 PROVIDING FOR
FAMILY'S NEEDS

Vs. 22 & 24

What type of needs does the father provide for his children?
Vs. 22 -

Vs. 24 -

Vs. 23 & 25

Two reasons are given why a family may be hungry and im-
poverished. Verse 23 gives a general possible reason for
hunger. What is it?
Verse 25 gives a more specific possible reason for hunger.
What is it?

Read Proverbs 14:1-3 HOUSE & BARN

Vs.1&3
What are the advantages of being a wise woman or man?

What are the disadvantages of folly?

Vs. 2
What determines whether one will be wise or foolish?

Read Proverbs 14:4~ WORK

There’s a lot of work involved in things that are benafic

If you don’t want to have to clean out the barn, dwo'ther
getting an ox to increase the crops. You must work Hard i
you want a return. Read Matthew 25:14-30, especially verse
26, to see what Jesus said Fbout laziness.




YOU CAN'T HIDE

Read Proverbs 14:5-7~ LIPS WILL LIE, BUT LIVES
WON'T

Vs. 5-6
What is it that a liar can't find?

Vs. 7
When you recognize that someone is a fool whose lite an
words do not line up, what should your attitude be?

Read Proverbs 14:8-15- THE PRUDENT

The prudent consider their ways and also consider the pric
of sin. They do not try to cover or hide the secrétbar
heart, and in confession of sin, they avoid the wayeatth.

Vs. 8&15
Circle “prudent” in both verses. Fools are easily dexk
and believe anything, but what is the wisdom of the prudent?

Vs. 9 & 14
What do 9a and 14a teach about fools and faithless back-
sliders?

What do 9b and 14b teach about upright and good men?
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Vs.10 & 13

No one knows what’s going on in another person’s heart,
we can’'t say, “I know his heart.” Although there may be
laughter and a joyful appearance, what might be going on
the heart?

Read Jeremiah 17:9 to see how we are deceived by our own
heart.

Vs. 11&12

The prosperity of the wickedeemssecure and permanent
("house” vs. “tent”), but what does the road of the keit
lead to?

Read Proverbs 14:16-17% PATIENCE

Vs. 16&17
Rather than anger, try patience. What will the patman
who fears God avoid?
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HONOR & HONESTY

Read Proverbs 14:18-24- HONOR IN RELATING
WITH REPLE

Vs. 18 & 24
Circle the word “crown(ed)” in both verses. What #ne
crowns of the prudent and wise?

Vs. 19
Where do evil people bow?

Vs. 20 & 21
How should poor neighbors be treated?

Vs. 22a & 23b
What happens to those who devise evil and speak idle chatter
or talk about working hard rather than doing it?

Vs. 22b & 23a
What happens to those who devise good and work hard?

Read Proverbs 14:25- HONESTY
What character quality do people’s lives depend on?

If you struggle with honesty, choose an event and purpose-
fully recount it to someone else, intentionally foogsion
giving acompletelyaccuratgsaccount. In other words, train
yourself to become truthful.



SECURITY

Read Proverbs 14:26-24~ PERSONAL SECURITY

The fear of the Lord protects you in two ways:
Vs. 26 Security from the storms of life. Who else receives
this protection?

Vs. 27 Protection from the temptations to sin. What is the
end result of a life of sin?
What is the end result of fearing God?

Read Proverbs 14:28-35 NATIONAL SECURITY

Vs. 28 & 35
What does a king need?
Vs. 28 -

Vs. 35 -

In order for a king to have honor and favor, he needs-a s
able kingdom and capable servants.

Vs. 29 & 30
What is patience necessary for?

Vs. 31
How must the poor and needy by treated?

Vs. 32-34
A king must choose counselors carefully, avoiding the
wicked and foolish. What exalts a nation?
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SAY IT AGAIN

Read Proverbs 15:1 — 16:8 TWO COLLECTIONS OF
ORERBS

The following could be the organizational structure in \whic
Solomon wrote these proverbs. What he says the ifinst t
around (15:1-17) is repeated in the second collection (15:18-
16:8).

COLLECTION 1 COLLECTION 2

15:1 ~ gentle vs. harsh anger 15:18 ~ hot-tempered vs. patien

calming vs. provoking anger calming vs. provoking anger

15:2-4 ~ use of the tongue (2,4)| 15:24-27 ~ life and death (24,27

and divine retribution (3) and divine retribution (25-26)

15:5 ~ foolish son; heeding ad- | 15:20-22 ~ wise/foolish son; a

monishment need for advisors

15:6 ~ income of righteous/ 15:19 ~ way of the sluggard/

wicked upright

15:7 ~ speech of wise/fools 15:28 ~ speech of the righteous
wicked

15:8-11 ~ Lord rejects sacrifices| 15:29 ~ Lord rejects prayers of
of wicked, deals severely with | wicked

15:12-15 ~ accepting /rejecting | 15:30-32 ~ Cheerfulness (30);
correction (12,14); cheerfulness| accepting/rejecting correction (3JL
13,15) -32)

15:33-16:7 ~ Motivation, plans,
goals, pleasing the Lord

15:16-17 ~ better sayings on trup 16:8 ~ better sayings on true
prosperity prosperity
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Read 15:1 and 15:18- GENTLE AND CALM

VS. HARSH\ND ANGRY
When you are in an argument, what can you do to calm
things down?

Would you consider your self hot-tempered or slow to an-
ger?

Ask the people in your household if they would say the
same?

Read 15:2-4 and 15:24-27 LIFE OR DEATH SPEECH
[ZVINE RETRIBUTION

Vs. 2
What kind of influence should your words have on others?

Vs. 4
What can wrong use of words do to others?

Vs. 3
What does God watch for?

Vs. 24
What happens to the wise?

Vs. 27
What kind of effect does greed have on others in timl\f&

Vs. 25-26
Divine retribution: What happens to the proud?
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HANDLING ADVICE

Read 15:5 and 15:20-22 SONS AND ADVICE

Vs. 5
What is the wise attitude toward parental instruction?

What is the foolish attitude toward parental instruction?

Vs. 20,21
What is the result of a child with a wise attitude?

What is the result of a child with a foolish attitude?

Vs. 22

The attitude you have toward parents will determine your
lifelong attitude toward authority and instruction. What
should your attitude toward advice be?

Read 15:6 and 15:19- UPRIGHT OR LAZY

Vs. 6a & 19b
How are the house and path of the righteous described?

Vs. 6b & 19a
What happens to the wicked sluggard?
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SPEECH & PRAYER

Read 15:7 and 15:28- TYPES OF SPEECH

Vs. 7a & 28a
What do the lips of the wise and the heart of the eighs
do?

Vs. 7b & 28b
What does the heart of the fool and the mouth of tloked
do?

Read 15:8-11 and 15:29- TWO THINGS THE LORD
REJES

Vs. 8a & 29a
How does the Lord respond to the sacrifice of theked®@

Vs. 8b & 29b
How does the Lord respond to the prayer of the rigig@o

Vs. 9b
What does the Lord love?

Vs. 9a, 10-11
How does the Lord respond to the wicked who forsake His
way and hate reproof?
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CHEERFULNESS

Read 15:12-15 and 30-32- CHEERFULLY ACCEPT
CORRECTION

Vs. 12 & 31
What kind of person does not like reproof (12)?

What kind of person listens to life-giving reproof (31)?

Vs. 14 & 32

What kind of person seeks knowledge and gains intelligence
(14 & 32b)?
What kind of person ignores instruction (32a)?

Vs. 13
What causes a cheerful face?

Vs. 30
What causes a heart to rejoice?

Vs. 15
When you have a cheerful heart, what are you enjoying?

A cheerful countenance and heeding correction go hand in
hand.

Read 15:16-17 and 16:8 TRUE PROSPERITY

Vs. 15:16 & 16:8
It's better to have less with the fear of the Lordl aight-
eousness. What is not better?

Vs. 1517
A meager dinner with Iove59is better than a great featst w




PLEASING GOD

Read Proverbs 15:33-16:7&9~ MOTIVATION, GOALS,
PLEASING GOD FROM
THE HEART

Vs. 15:33a & 16:6b
What is the instruction of wisdom?

How does one turn away from evil?

Vs.1&9
What goes on in the heart of a man?

Vs. 2
You and | think we're right. What does the Lord lodka
judge us?

Vs.3&4
How can a man’s plans be wise?

God has made everything for a purpose. He is sovereign.
Read Acts 17:26-27. What is God’s purpose?

What would change if you stopped trying to control situa-
tions that are not going the way you want them to,ttrus
God’s sovereignty, and seek Him instead?

Vs.33b &5
What attitude is most important?
What will happen to the arrogant?

Vs. 7
What kind of relationships &fe affected when we are pigasi
to the Lord?




BETTER THINGS

Read Proverbs 16:10-17:1~ THREE COLLECTIONS
OF BETTER THINGS

This passage contains three “better sayings” in verse3219,

and 1. Thus we will consider three collections, eautirg

with a “better saying”.

Read Proverbs 16:10-19- HUMILITY IS BETTER

Vs. 10-15
These verses talk about government. What is impontant i
government?

Vs. 16-17
What choices in life are given in these verses?

Vs. 18-19
What leads to destruction?

Humility is better.

Read Proverbs16:20-32- PATIENCE IS BETTER

Vs. 20-24

Wise teachers choose words carefully. How are threlsvof
a wise man described?

Vs. 20

Vs. 21

Vs. 22

Vs. 23 61

Vs. 24




Vs. 25
There is a way that seems right. What does thgatlee to?

Vs. 26-30
Learn to read other’'s words and faces, so you can beeawa
of evil schemes. Does the Bible ever say there ishargt

wrong with working? (26)

A worthless man scorches other people with criticisgtiow
is this described in vs. 277

What will a dishonest man talk about (28)?

(Check out Proverbs 17:9 to learn a better way).

What does a man of violence try to do (29)?

What should you watch facial expressions for?

Vs. 31-32
Patience is better. How is patience learned?

Read Proverbs 16:33-17:%* HARMONY IS BETTER

Vs. 33

Nothing happens that isn't under God's sovereign hand.
What decisions are you facing today?

Vs. 1
It's better to have less with peace than more witifest
Have you put your focus on materialism or on relatiorship
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BEHAVIOR MATTERS

Read Proverbs 17:2-8 SEVEN RANDOM PROVERBS
ON BEHAUR

Vs. 2
What can overcome the disadvantages of birth?

Vs. 3
Man is interested in testing material, but what is Guer-
ested in?

Vs. 4
Who listens to gossip?
When someone speaks gossip to you, what should you do?

If you've listened to gossip, it is as wicked as gossigl an
must be confessed as sin.

Vs. 5
How will God treat people that mock other’s suffering?

Vs. 6
Generations are interdependent. When a father is wde a
righteous, what is the generational blessing?

Vs. 7
What do persons of honor and responsibility have no room
for?

Vs. 8
Generosity will never hurt you, as a matter of factiwhill
it do? 63




RELATIONSHIPS

Read Proverbs 17:9-13- FORGIVENESS

Vs.9&13
Circle “covers an offense” in vs. 9, and “returns evil for
good” in vs. 13. What do these two verses teach?

Vs. 10& 12
What is the way of the fool regarding rebuke?

What is the fool more dangerous than?

Vs. 11

Those who do not submit to authority will soon regredsit

the community sends messengers against him. How does
this verse describe people who do not submit to authority?

Read Proverbs 17:14-19- STRIFE

Vs. 14 & 19
Circle “strife” in both verses. Quarrels and confliquickly
gain momentum! When is the time to stop?

Those who love to quarrel soon build a high gate around
themselves. What is the end result?

Vs. 15
Why should we leave judging a situation up to God?

Vs. 16-18

A common source of conflict among friends is tensioarov
money, and lending or borrowing it (16 & 18). What would
the wise and true friend do %r a brother in adversity?




FAMILY

Read Proverbs 17:20-22 HEART AND FAMILY

Vs. 20
What do a deceitful heart and perverse words lead to?

Vs. 21-22
What is the greatest “heart crusher” for a father?

Read Proverbs 17:23-26- JUSTICE AND FAMILY

Vs. 23 & 26

Justice is perverted through bribery that lets the gaiy
free and wrongly imposes fines. Looking back at 17:15, how
does the LORD look at this?

Vs. 24 & 25

A foolish son is attracted by the temptations of theldvihat
he sees. He does not discern wisdom regarding jugticat
is the result of this for his father and mother?
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USE OF WORDS

Read Proverbs 17:27-18:4~ APPROPRIATE USE OF
WO

Vs. 17:27 & 18:4
A wise person restrains his words, and when he speaks it i
profound. What is the mark of wisdom?

Vs. 17:28 & 18:2
Even a fool is considered wise when silent; howesan a
fool keep silent?

Vs.1&3

A man who thinks he is better than others will is®latm-
self, and speak with contempt. What will his irratiobat
havior lead to?

Read Proverbs 18:5-8~ BE A JUDICIOUS AND
THOUGHTFULISTENER

Vs. 6-7
Circle the word “lips” in vs. 6a&7b and “mouth” in 6b&7a
What do a fool’s lips do?

What does a fool's mouth do?

Vs. 5
Review Proverbs 17:23 and 26. What deprives the righteous
of justice?

Vs. 8

Review Proverbs 17:4. There is a perverse attractiondo g
sip for negative people who see themselves as victiDts.
you see the contrast between victims and victors inlésee

to listen to gossip?
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VICTIM OR VICTOR

Read Proverbs 18:9-12~ RUIN OR REFUGE

Vs.9&12
Circle “destroy” in vs. 9, and “destruction” in vs. 12.
What is it that destroys (vs. 9)?

What type of heart is destructive (vs. 12)?

Vs. 10-11
Wealth appears to provide security. Where is real ggcur
found?

Read Proverbs 18:13-174 VICTIM OR VICTOR

Vs.13&15& 17
Why should you listen and get the facts before responding
(13)?

Who listens carefully and gets all the facts (15)?

How many sides are there to every story (17)?

Should you answer someone based on only one side of the
story?
What happens when you examine the other person’s story?

Vs. 14
This verse can help you gauge your faith in God. Are you a
victim or a victor? How your inner man views a trial lwil

determine whether it crushes your spirit. What would be a
victor's response when listening to others?

Vs. 16
How may generosity impacg-an adverse situation?




CONTROVERSY

Read Proverbs 18:18-19- CONTROVERSY

Vs. 18
Controversy should be given over to God. In Old Testamen
Israel, they did this by casting

Vs. 19
How difficult is it to stop one who is determined to dfe
fended and to quarrel?

Review Proverbs 18:13-17. How would you stop an
offended person who appears determined to quarrel?

Read Proverbs 18:20-2+ THE POWER OF WORDS
Circle “fruit” in both verses. Speech is powerfuldayields
fruit or consequences. How do the wise use speech?
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DO WELL IN LIFE

Read Proverbs 18:22-19:14 PROVERBS TO HELP A
MAN DO WELL IN LIFE

Vs. 18:22 and 19:13-14

This text is framed by comments about family life, esdbc
with regards to wives. Circle “wife” in 22, 13, & 14. What
kind of wife is from the Lord and very important fanfily
life?

The prudence of a good wife means she will be adept in all
kinds of circumstances and know how to deal with people

Verses 18:23 — 19:10 all relate to poverty. A man’s family

can either help or destroy one’s financial welfarehat\can

a foolish son do to a man?

What can a quarrelsome or imprudent wife do to a man?

Vs. 18:23 —19:10
These verses deal with aspects of poverty or wealth.

Vs. 23~ The poor man is not in a position to ask for much.
How will the rich man respond?

Vs. 24~ What is required in order to have friends?

Ch. 19:1 ~ What's the key in this verse?

69



Vs. 2-3~ Simply trying to “do something” to get ahead is
dangerous. Whom do such foolish people often blame fail-
ure upon?

Vs. 4 & 7~ How is the poor man treated by his friends and
brothers?

Vs. 6 ~ How do the rich easily influence people?

Vs. 5 & 9~Is there ever an excuse for dishonesty?
What will happen to liars?

Vs. 8~ It is good to learn to handle problems well. How
does the person who handles problems well treat his own
soul?

Vs. 10~ Some are unworthy of the luxury of riches. Who
are these people?

Vs.11-13

A person of good sense knows how to avoid quarrels and
stays out of trouble with the law. How does he de#h wi-
fenses?

A man is also warned in vs. 13 about a wife who gets caught
up in quarrels.
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DISCIPLINE & HONOR

Read Proverbs 19:15 — 20:4 THREE ASPECTS
OF LAZINESS

This passage is centered and encompassed with humorous
sayings about lazy sluggards (19:15; 19:24; 20:4). After you
read each of these three verses to note the conmeloind at

each one individually to see the funny picture that istpdi

Vs. 15~ This person is so lazy all he does is sleep! He is
even too lazy to feed himself! Ha!

Vs. 24~ This guy has the energy to put his hand in the dish
for some food, but then he’s too lazy to bring it bazkis
mouth? Ha. Ha.

Vs. 4 ~ The lazy man doesn’t work to provide for his family,
but then goes out looking for food. We want to say kg, h
ha. But actually, in our culture, this picture is meael than
funny, because it has become an accepted way ofNlany
people look for and depend on handouts from the govern-
ment for food.

Read Proverbs 19:16-23- PERSONAL DISCIPLINE

In between the first and middle verses about lazinksse is
a poem on personal discipline. Being a disciplined pesson
a cure for laziness.

Vs. 16 & 23
What keeps life and leads to life?
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Vs. 17 & 22
Circle “poor” in both verses. How does the Lord trigmse
who are generous to the poor?

What is worse than poverty?

Vs. 18-19
When is there hope for a son (vs. 18)?

When a man has not been disciplined and exhibits great
wrath, what will happen to him?

What if someone (say a father) pays the penalty fon suc
man?

Vs. 20-21
Rather than forging ahead with one’s own plans, whatld
be done to gain wisdom?

What should be the goal toward which we discipline our-
selves?

Read Proverbs 19:25-20:+ MOCKERS & LAZINESS

In between the middle and last verse about laziness th

a collection of sayings about mockers. Being a scoffer or
mocker leads to laziness and proves a victim mentality.

Vs. 25 & 29

Circle “scoffer” or “mocker” in each of these verses scof-

fer is a person who has no regard for authority or mora
tegrity. This passage is framed by sayings about scoffers,
and the beatings they take.
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Vs. 26
Whom do mockers fail to honor?

Vs. 27
What do they fail to pay attention to?

Vs. 28
What do they mock?

Ch. 20:1

Strong drink is also called a mocker or brawler. Neithe
scoffer nor the drunk can be under the control of they Hol
Spirit.  The drunk is under the control of alcohol. aWis
the scoffer under the control of?

Read Proverbs 20:2 & 3~ HONOR AND STRIFE

Just prior to the final verse on laziness, there isnancer

that there is no honor in an unrighteous person.

Vs.2-3

A honorable man avoids quarrels and stays out of trouble
with the law. How does he deal with strife?
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CHARACTER

Read Proverbs 20:5 — 21:8 GOOD CHARACTER

AB CHARACTER
This section is a series of short sayings that focua per-
son’s character — good or bad. The section is enveloped by
two verses about character discernment.
Ch. 20:5
A person is not always what he or she seems to beyeso
are sometimes deep and hard to discover. What does a man
of understanding do?
Ch. 21:8
This is the most basic guideline in character discernment.
Those who do evil are devious, those who do right are inno
cent. The importance of this is emphasized by Jesushtea
ing in Matthew 7:17-19, 12:33, and Luke 6:43-44.

Read Proverbs 20:6-12- CHARACTER & INTEGRITY
Vs. 6, 7

True loyalty is hard to find, but when it is found, what slde
leave behind?

Vs. 8

What is the role of authority in government?

Vs. 9

What must ALL men deal with?

Vs. 10

God recognizes and hates deception. How is deception spo-
ken of in this verse?

Vs. 11

What is the best proof of character in a child?

Vs. 12

Don't just listen to people, watch their lives to see whay
do. What are we to do with,pur ears?
What are we to do with our eyes?




CHARACTER QUALITIES

Read Proverbs 20:13 — 2% PROVERBS REGARDING
CHARTER QUALITIES

Vs. 13
When a person loves to sleep, it refers to lazineSsen
though a person may not sleep much, they can stillzye la

Vs. 14
Be aware of the ploys of sales pitches! People ajl\ghat
is to their advantage. We must be aware.

Vs. 15
What is the person of sound judgment and good advice com-
pared to?

Vs. 16

This verse has a ring of sarcasm. When we lack sound judg-
ment (putting up security for a stranger), what are Wwetto

do?

Vs. 17
When something is gained deceitfully, it may seem pleasant
at first. What happens after a while?

Vs. 18-19

Discernment of character is necessary in both listeaimdy
talking.

From whom is it important to seek guidance and counsel?

When speaking, whom should we not bother talking with?

Vs. 20
What will happen to those who dishonor their parents?

Vs. 21 7%
Does easy money lead to financial responsibility?



CHARACTER TYPES

Read Proverbs 20:22 — 21:3 CHARACTER IN
DEALING WIH AUTHORITY
(THE KINGND THE LORD)

Vs. 22
Who has the authority to deliver justice?
What are you to do when evil has been done to you?

Vs. 23
God does see when you have been cheated. How does He
look at it?

Vs. 24

Human discernment is greatly limited. Who is able tovkn
all things and guide us through life when things don’t make
sense?

Vs. 25
What does God want us to do before making a vow?

Vs. 26
What does a wise king (or leader) do with the wicked?

Vs. 27
Can anything be hidden from God?
He knows what’s going on in our spirit.

Vs. 28 & 29
Rather than relying on brutal force, what is a leadearse in
asserting his political power?

Young men tend to rely on ferce. What is the benefage?




Vs. 30
How can the king touch the criminal’s soul for theté&et

Ch.21:1
Who directs the decisions of the king?

Government is a tool in God’s hands to get done what He
sees fit. God is sovereign!

Ch. 21:2
Most people think their actions are OK but what does God
look at to discern character?

Ch. 21:3
Ceremonial piety is not what God wants. What does He
want?

Read Proverbs 21:4-8- WICKED CHARACTER

Vs. 4

Those who think they have righteousness of their owa (t
proud) are being fooled. What is their guiding light?

Vs. 5-7

Verse 5 talks about hurrying to gain wealth without hbnes
labor. Two methods of trying to get easy money are:

Vs. 6 ~

Vs. 7 ~

Vs. 8

Watch carefully to see whether you observe good or bad
character in people. Lives must line up with God’s Word,
otherwise they are crooked. Have you been fooled by
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CHARACTER ISSUES

Read Proverbs 21:9-19- IMPACT OF A WIFE

Vs. 9 & 19~ A QUARRELSOME WIFE
This passage, about a variety of topics, is framed by
“contentious or quarrelsome wife” sayings.

Vs. 9~ Where is it better to live than with such a wife?

Vs. 19~ Where is it better to live than with such a wife?

Vs. 10-13~ MERCILESSNESS
What lesson can you learn from the fate of the ress?

Vs. 14-15~ JUSTICE

Everyone knows that receiving a gift can soften an angry
heart. Sometimes that’s a just thing to do. Who fjndce

to be a joy?

Vs. 16-18~ REWARDS FOR DOING WRONG
There are rewards for those who choose to do wrong. Each
of these three verses deals with an aspect of tieir f

Vs. 16 ~ If you wander off the path of doing right, what is
the result?

Vs. 17~ If you squander all you have on good times, what is
the result?

Vs. 18 ~ If you are wicked,;whom will you have to answer
to?




WHAT'S RIGHT?

Read Proverbs 21:20-22 REWARDS FOR
DOINRBIGHT

There are rewards for those that choose to do righth of
these three verses deals with an aspect of theirdewa

Vs. 20~ If you restrain yourself from squandering what you
have, what is the result?

Vs. 21 ~ If you stay on the path of doing right, what is the
result?

Vs. 22 ~ If you wisely do right, you live a life of victory.
How is this illustrated?

Read Proverbs 21:23-24 TONGUE
If you control your tongue, what do you avoid?

Refusal to control the tongue (“scoffer”), revealsatvkind
of heart?

Read Proverbs 21:25-26- LAZY VS. RIGHTEOUS

Both of these verses make reference to greedy cravings or
desires. A lazy person looks to others to satisfy histsvan
What does a righteous person do?
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HONESTY

Read Proverbs 21:27-29- DISHONESTY

Vs. 27

Giving a sacrifice with “wicked intent” is hated by God.
God knows the intent of our hearts and our dishonesty ca
not fool Him. Have you ever faked worship of Him?

Vs. 28 & 29
What is the promise for those who give false witness?

What happens to those who listen?

Some can be “bold-faced” liars. The righteous esthbli
their ways, diligently discerning a charade.

Read Proverbs 21:30-3+ KNOWLEDGE

Vs. 30
Can intellectual skill succeed apart from God?

Vs. 31
The horse in battle is a concrete example of theeabd&od
is sovereign and all knowledge is hollow, apart from God.

Read Proverbs 22:1-5~ WEALTH

Vs. 1
Even if wealth is obtained, what must be chosen ?first

Vs.2&4
Where do riches come from?

How are they obtained?

Vs.3&5
The wise see and avoid trogoble. Who plunges into it?




TRAINING

Read Proverbs 22:6-16- IMPACT OF TRAINING
CHILDREN

Vs. 6 & 15

Both verses refer to the importance of discipliningdekn.
What must be taken out of a child in order for him to be
trained?

Vs. 7&16

Both of these verses reference those who borrow ynone
from the rich. Debt is debilitating and demoralizing aice
tually makes you into a slave. Your feeble attempts to pa
off the rich person you owe money to, only brings mone po
erty. Consider these verses in light of credit caassl the
fact that many people live on credit, paying vast amoohts
interest each month. In the United States, the inglustr
credit card fees alone (not including interest) gensréfie
million annually. If you are in credit card debt, whemu

do not pay the full amount you owe each statement, dgt he
You do not need to be a slave to debt. If you are a paren
train your children regarding this folly.

Vs. 8-9

You reap what you sow. What do those who sow iniquity
reap?
What do those who are generous reap?
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Vs. 10-14~WORDS AND THEIR RESULTS

Vs. 10~ What happens when you remove obnoxious trouble-
makers?

Vs. 11~ How are you treated when you speak graciously?

Vs. 12 ~ What happens to the faithless who use words to
oppose God’s way?

Vs. 13~ The lazy man is making a far-fetched excuse to get
out of work (i.e. “The dog ate my homework...”).

Vs. 14~ The immoral woman speaks to lure men into a trap,
and then becomes the punishment for those who falhieto
trap. In our culture, the computer screen calls lotallye
involved in pornography or internet romance, an addiction
that proves to be cruel and debilitating punishment, fost f
the one addicted, then for those who love him or hdratw
steps have you taken so that you don’'t hear the tempting
voice of the internet? There are many filters,
but the safest method is not to have the internet in your
home.
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THIRTY SAYINGS

Read Proverbs 22:17 — 24:22 THE THIRTY SAYINGS

Vs. 22:17-21~ INTRODUCTION

These verses are an introduction to a collection loift$t
sayings” found at the end of Solomon’s Proverbs. If we are
wise, we will “listen and change,” applying our lives to the
wisdom found in the sayings.

Vs. 17
Exhortation to listen. Are we to apply God’s Word to our
lives, or our lives to God’s Word?

Vs. 18
What is the first reason to listen and change?

Vs.19
What is the second reason to listen and change?

Vs. 20
How are the sayings described?

Vs. 21
What is their value?
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SAYING ONE (22:22-23)
We are to be concerned about the poor, and not exploit them
What will God do to those who plunder the poor?

SAYING TWO (22:24-25)
Tell me who your friends are and I'll tell you who yowear
Who are we warned to stay away from?

SAYING THREE (22:26-27)
Do not get entrapped by debt! What could be taken away
from you if you do?

SAYING FOUR (22:28)

For Israel, obedience to God’s laws included divisiomhef
land. This verse is not telling us to dig up ancient Istal,
to learn the principle of obedience to God. Howyda need
to obey Him today?

SAYING FIVE (22:29)

Doing a good job of top quality is important. We shoultl no
stop at doing what'’s just good enough, but should push on to
excellence. What can you do in excellence today?

SAYING SIX (23:1-3)
When someone rich and powerful tries to give you a [feast
what should you do?
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SAYING SEVEN (23:4-5)
Wealth is like a mirage. Should we make the accurnoumlat
of wealth a goal? Why not?

SAYING EIGHT (23:6-8)
How should we approach wealthy, stingy people?

SAYING NINE (23:9)
There is a type of person whom we should not bother to
teach. What type of person is that?

SAYING TEN (23:10-11)

When a person has wrongfully taken the property of @mpth
God himself becomes the attorney for the one who éas b
wronged. Can the fraudulent party possibly win?

SAYING ELEVEN (23:12)

Don't take education lightly. It's vital to life to tien to in-
struction. How should this fact affect you if you arsta-
dent?

If you are a parent?

SAYING TWELVE (23:13-14)
What is the method by which parents are to save thdi chi
dren from destruction?
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SAYING THIRTEEN (23:15-16)
What is the response of the parent whose child acedy®is

How can parents motivate their children?

SAYING FOURTEEN (23:17-18)

Parents’ greatest fear is that peer pressure or badomels
will tempt a child away from fearing God. If they conte
in the fear of God, what is the result?

SAYING FIFTEEN (23:19-21)

Both drunkenness and gluttony are condemned in this say-
ing. What is the wise son told to do when he seesirakdrd

or a glutton?

SAYING SIXTEEN (23:22-25)

The child is encouraged to bring his parents joy. How does
he accomplish this? (When someone buys something, it
means they have looked for it, found it, and have doné¢-wha
ever it takes to own it).

SAYING SEVENTEEN (23:26-28)
What is the danger of the prostitute?
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SAYING EIGHTEEN (23:29-35)

A masterful picture is painted of the reality of lita those
caught up in mind altering addictions (alcohol or illegal
drugs or prescription drugs). As you read it, draw a picture
of the red-eyed & dazed, bulbous nosed, beaten marhsearc
ing for only one thing - another hit of what hurts him.

SAYING NINETEEN (24:1-2)
We are instructed to hate evil simply because it is edhat
do evil people devise and talk of?

SAYING TWENTY (24:3-4)

The harmony and security that fill a home built on wiedo
and understanding are certain precious riches. WhatHii
rooms of this house?

SAYING TWENTY-ONE (24:5-6)
In a disagreement, how do you view strength? Is it by power
of might or power of mind? What methods are given by
which the wise convince others?
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SAYING TWENTY-TWO (24:7)

The “gate” could be considered our courthouse. A fool does
not have the facts, so should we waste time listeningnto hi
or her? On the other hand, if we have
not wise words, what should we do?

SAYING TWENTY-THREE (24:8-9)
Connivers soon gain a reputation for their deception. tWha
is the affect of a deceptive person on mankind?

SAYING TWENTY-FOUR (24:10)
Don't falter in the face of trouble! This saying encousage
us to be courageous!

SAYING TWENTY-FIVE (24:11-12)
Do you know someone heading toward death? What do
these verses charge you to do?

If you are aware that someone is headed down a destructive
path, and you do not try to stop them, what will happen to
you?

SAYING TWENTY-SIX (24:13-14)

Wisdom is not about prim, proper and austere behavior.
Rather it is about sweet pleasure, the fulfillmendidams

and true joy. Once wisdom has been found, what else do
you have?
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SAYING TWENTY-SEVEN (24:15-16)
An evil man accuses the righteous, and looks for himlto fa
What does the righteous man do after he falls?

Will he fall repeatedly?
These verses provide great encouragement to saved sinners.
The proud man focuses on his righteous works (Luke 18:11-
12), but the man whom God justifies prays, “God be merci
ful to me a sinner.” We all sin (1 John 2:2), the big quastio
is whether we are willing to confess it and be forgivén (
John 1:9).

SAYING TWENTY-EIGHT (24:17-18)
What is the motive for not gloating over your enemy’s
downfall?

Justice should be placed in the hands of God, as wd stan
back in awe and dread of God’s power.

SAYING TWENTY-NINE (24:19-20)

Those who love the truth will naturally get upset becafse
evildoers. (The word “fret” is actually the Hebrew wdta
burn”.) However, raging is pointless and unnecessary, fo

the end result of the evil man is already determinedthat\ig
it?

SAYING THIRTY (24:21-22)
Who is to be feared?
Submission to authority is God’s way to live without ruin.
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LAW & LAZINESS

Read Proverbs 24:23-29- LAW COURTS

Vs. 23-26~ ABOUT THE JUDGE

Attempts at deception in the courts are curtailed by tlee on
who gives a right verdict; thereby silencing (“sealing” o
“kissing”) dishonest lips. What do those who rebuke the
wicked have?

Vs. 28-29~ ABOUT THE WITNESS
What should the witness never do?

This is an interesting principle of wisdom, when coesitj
that ex-husbands or ex-wives often use the courtsyttot
pay a spouse back for what's been done to them.

Read Proverbs 24: 27 and 30-34 PRIORITIES AND
LAZINESS

Vs. 27
One should be able to provide for a family before stgrtin
one. What must one establish before building his house?

Vs. 30-34
Solomon'’s collection of proverbs ends with an exansfiey
of a lazy man who does not keep his fields in good shape.
What is the end result of someone who likes to chill e
lax before doing his work?
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PART THREE

HEZEKIAH'S
COLLECTION
OF
SOLOMON'S

PROVERBS

Proverbs 25-29



KINGS & COURTS

Read Proverbs 25:1~ MEET HEZEKIAH

Proverbs now breaks here into individual proverbs that
Hezekiah arranged in small collections. What positiah
Hezekiah hold?

Read Proverbs 25:2-7~ DEALING WITH KINGS

Vs. 2-3

Solomon and Hezekiah were scholarly kings. Howhesrt
intellectual pursuit described?
Vs. 4-5

If a kingdom is to be secure, what must the ruler reamov
from the kingdom and especially his court?

Vs. 6-7
Read Luke 14:7-11. How can you avoid being publicly hu-
miliated?

Read Proverbs 25:8-10- DEALING WITH COURTS
Read Luke 12:57-59. What is the outcome when you take
differences to court, to sue another person?

Don't be so hasty, both parties will be humiliated.

Read Proverbs 25:11-12- REBUKE IS BETTER
What is a wise saying, that rebukes another person, com-
pared to?

Read Proverbs 25:13-14 REFRESHMENT

Snow that refreshes hot workers is a joy, like abdi per-
son. Rain that doesn't fall, when the ground is patdke
bitterly disappointing, like an unreliable person. Dobke-
ple who count on you have joy or disappointment?

Read Proverbs 25:15- PERSUASION
How does one persuade a gperson in authority?




PEOPLE

Proverbs 25:16-27~ RELATIONAL DEALINGS

Vs. 16-17

When you eat too much honey, you get sick. Even though
you may be sweet as honey, if you spend too much time at
your neighbor’s house, what happens?

Vs. 18-20
Three types of people to avoid are each described ifokthe
lowing three verses:

Vs. 18~ The liar is described like:

Have you been dishonest with someone that you needto co
fess to?

Vs. 19~ The undependable person when you are in trouble is
described like:

Is there someone counting on you whom you have let down?

Vs. 20~ The tactless person is described like:

Is there a someone you need to be more sensitive to?

Vs. 21-22
Loving our enemies is an Old Testament idea that Jesus
commanded, and Paul included in discussing love. Read
Matthew 5:43-37 and Romans 12:9-21. Is there an enemy
whom you need to be kind to today?

How will you do that? 93




Vs. 23
What is the response to a backbiting tongue?

Has anyone been angry with you lately? Take respongibilit
for what you said that is the cause.

Vs. 24

This is such a good saying that in this verse, Hezekiah re-
peats what Solomon originally wrote in 21:9. The diffeeen
between a contented woman and a contentious woman is
“lou.” The contentious woman is quarrelsome becausésshe
never satisfied. Young men should look for a contented
woman, not a high maintenance sulker, unsatisfied hfgth

Vs. 25-26
What is refreshing water compared with?

What is polluted water compared with?

Vs. 27
Seeking personal glory or honor is compared with edting
much honey. What do both of them do?
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FOOLS

Read Proverbs 25:28-26:5 DEFINITION OF A FOOL

Three characteristics of a fool:

Vs. 28

A fool lacks self control. The walls of a city repeated it's
strength or fortification, so that evil could be cofted. The
fool is described like:

Is there an area where you lack self-control, and purtsgdf
in great danger of being attacked by temptation?

Vs. 1
A fool is not fitting to receive honor. When a faekeives
honor, what is it like?

Vs. 2-3

A fool gives a causeless curse. He wishes harm faghg&
eous person, and wrongly speaks words of condemnation.
What is the remedy for fools who curse wrongly (8%?

Read Proverbs 26:4-5- RESPONDING TO A FOOL

Vs. 4
If you answer a fool similarly with folly, the intdrange will
have no end. What will the end result be for you?
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Vs. 5

If you let a fool get away with what he is saying, withad-
dressing it as folly, what will he think of himself?

Read Proverbs 26:6-10- DEALING WITH FOOLS

Vs. 6 &10
What is giving a fool an important message compared to?

How is person who hires a fool described?

Vs.7&9
We're fools if we listen to the advice of fools. Whae
proverbs spoken by a fool compared to?

To their peril, fools do not apply their own hearts amaddito
the proverbs they are speaking.

Vs. 8
Honoring a fool is dangerous. What is it compared to?

Vs. 11-12
Do fools learn from their folly?
What is returning to foolish behavior compared to?

The only way others are convinced that you have truly
changed, is when they observe your changed life. thest
ways in which 2 Corinthians 7:11 teaches that change is evi-
denced:
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LAZY BUSYBODIES

Read Proverbs 26:13-16- LAZY PEOPLE
Hezekiah repeated some of Solomon’s humorous sayings on
laziness. Take a look at these word pictures.

Vs. 13
The lazy person does nothing, and blames it on what?

A perceived fear easily becomes real to the lazy person
(paranoia).

Vs. 14

The lazy person’s mattress creaks as he turns asundsg

like what?

Is there anything more annoying than a squeaky door?

Vs. 15

The lazy person can get his hand to the food, butvitnet?

Vs. 16
The lazy person thinks he’'s smarter than what?

Read Proverbs 26:17-22 BUSYBODIES

Vs. 17
Ever seen dogs in a fight? What is a busybody’'sfertence
compared to?

Vs. 18-19
Those who tamper with people’s business, and call it &@gam
or a joke, are compared to what?

Vs. 20-22

Gossip keeps old hurts and discord alive. Some people love
talking about troublesome issues. What are such people
called in vs. 217 97




LIARS

Read Proverbs 26:23-28- LIARS

Vs. 23

Here’s a warning...a liar’'s lips are smooth. What are they
compared to?

Vs. 24-26
A liar's smooth words are phony. Do not believe theran C
the liar always hide his deception?
Where will it be exposed?

Vs. 27
If you lay traps to destroy others, you'll be caughthan

yourself. Read Psalm 7:15 and 9:15. What do these verses
teach you?

Vs. 28

Lying is an act of hatred. Lies destroy the ones thegide.
What does Ephesians 4:25 say that liars do not see them-
selves as?

Read Proverbs 27:1-4- PERSONALITY TRAITS

Vs.1-2
What should one’s attitude be before God and others?

Vs. 3-4
Some personality traits are unbearable. What ar@they
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FRIENDS & FATHERS

Read Proverbs 27:5-6- REAL FRIENDSHIP
What is the characteristic of a true friend?

Read Proverbs 27:7-10- CLOSE FRIENDSHIP

Vs.7&9

If friendship is just about partying, it will soon losge sweet-
ness. Everyone needs real friends who give honbekee
How is earnest counsel described?

Vs.8&10
Whom should you seek meaningful friendships with?

You should be contented with the earnest counsel of true
friends, and not insist on turning to relatives.

Read Proverbs 27:11-2# FATHERLY COUNSEL
TO A0S

Vs. 11

A son will either make his father proud, or cause hinbéo
ashamed. What does a son of good reputation bring to a fa-
ther’s heart?

Vs. 12-13
The father begins to teach his son on business dealings.
What does he warn the son to avoid?

Vs. 14
In dealing with people in the community in a socially sensi

tive manner, what advice does the father give?
99
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Vs. 15-16
A contentious wife is aggravatingly impossible to quiet.
What is she compared to?

Remember, in those days they did not have faucets, lsut thi
is talking about an endless leak in the roof!

Vs. 17
What do men do to one another that makes them better at
what they do?

Vs. 18
When an employee is faithful to his superior, what &s ré
sult?

Vs. 19
Only God knows a man’s heart, but a man’s heart is regteal
by his actions.

Vs. 20
Our battle is with contentment. What should we bewére
in ourselves and others?

Vs. 21
What is the quickest way to assess a man’s character?

Vs. 22
Choose companions wisely. Can a fool be separated from
his folly?

Vs. 23-27
If you keep careful account of your business, what will the
result be?
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LEADERS & LAW

Read Proverbs 28:1~- PARANIOA VS RIGHTEOUSNESS

A guilty conscience makes a person paranoid and anxious.
What are the righteous like?

Read Proverbs 28:2~ LEADERSHIP

Good leadership is vital to order. What type of country has
many rulers?

Read Proverbs 28:3-1+ LAW, JUSTICE, & POVERTY

Vs.3&8
What are the effects of gathering wealth without gesigro
to the poor?

Vs.4, 7, &9
Each of these verses speaks of the law:

Vs. 4~ What do those that keep the law resist?

Vs. 7~What kind of son keeps the law?

Vs. 9 ~ How are not listening to the law and prayer con-
nected?

Vs.5&10
Evil men do not understand that they are setting them ow

trap. What is true of those who seek the Lord?
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Vs. 6 &11
It is possible to be poor and have integrity, indeed these
verses teach that sometimes the poor are bettethbaich.

When is a poor man better?

Read Proverbs 28:12-18 GOVERNMENT AND GUILT

Vs. 12
When righteous people rejoice in triumph, whose glsry
reflected? When the wicked rise, the glory

of the image of God in which man was created, is hidden.

Vs. 13-14

Compare verse 13 with 1 John 1:9. Those with a soft heart
who confess their sins will be blessed. However, i go

not confess your sins, what happens to your heart?

Vs. 15-16
What animals are the tyrannical ruler compared with?

What will the ruler who rejects tyranny and rules withill-
gotten gain, enjoy?

Vs. 17-18
Those who are wicked will surely fall. When a murderer
falls, what is the righteous man to do?
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GOOD OR BAD

Read Proverbs 28:19-24 PROSPERITY BY GOOD
AND BAMETHODS

Vs. 19
Hard work is the only way to prosperity. Take carehaf
small things, such as tidying the car when you leavdni.
which areas do you need to work harder?

Vs. 20
Working faithfully, being devoted to duty, brings blessings.
What is the difference between easy money and duty?

Vs. 21-22

A man with an evil outlook on life won't hesitate tot gieh
through bribery. What happens to those who sell thesg-
rity?

Vs. 23

Flattery is another dishonest way to gain. The ironhas
the one who prospers is the one who rebukes with honest
Do you have a Dale Carnegie mindset of using flattery fo
gain?

Vs. 24

Those who would steal from their parents are the mest
structive in society. If you notice this happening, rue like
wind from that person.
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Vs. 25-26
What do greedy, proud people cause?

In contrast, those who trust God cause no trouble, anttea
satisfied.

Vs. 27
What happens to those who are generous?

Read Proverbs 28:28—29:2 GOVERNMENT BY
OGD AND BAD

Vs. 28

When wicked leaders of a country are ousted, the people ar
more likely to follow moral principles. If the highdstader

is corrupt, corruption filters down to the people.

Vs. 1

One day, what will happen to the person who is unwillong t
listen to rebuke?

Vs. 2
When society is good, how do people feel?

When society is wicked, how do people feel?
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NATIONAL WISDOM

Read Proverbs 29:3-4- DEVASTATION COMES
THROUGH L8T AND GREED

Vs. 3
A wise son brings joy to his father. What does a ado
follows his lusts cause?

Vs. 4
A just king brings stability to the nation. What doesegre
create for the nation?

Read Proverbs 29:5-6- WATCH OUT FOR TRAPS

Flattery is a trap, but that doesn't mean we can bltdmae
flatterer. It's our own desire for praise that ulttedg traps
us. Instead of desiring praise, we should desire to be like
Christ (righteous). What will be the outcome of pumngui
righteousness?

Read Proverbs 29:7~ THE POOR

What does a righteous man do?

How does a wicked man treat the poor?

What have you done for a poor person lately?
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Read Proverbs 29:8-1+ ORDER IN SOCIETY

Vs. 8 & 10
What do mockers and violent men do?

Vs.9&11
Wise men observe courtroom manners and keep themselves
under control when dealing with a fool. What do fools do?

Read Proverbs 29:12-14 GOVERNMENT INTEGRITY

Vs. 12 & 14
What happens if a ruler listens to lies?

What happens if a king listens to truth (about the poor)?

Vs. 13

This verse means that whether there is a wicked wulter
oppresses, or whether you are poor, God is sovereign over
both. No matter who is in government, God is in cdntro
What do the oppressor and the oppressed have in common?
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CONTROL

Read Proverbs 29:15-18~ DISCIPLINE IN HOME
ANN SOCIETY

Vs. 15&17
Those who do not discipline their children will be disgthce
What is the result for those who do discipline théitdcen?

Vs. 16
When the wicked increase, rebellion increases. Wisairas
ance does the righteous person have?

Vs. 18
People who submit to the word of God will be blessed.
What happens when there is not submission to revelation ?

Read Proverbs 29:19-22 CONTROL OF SELF
AND HMLOYEE

Vs. 19&21

Authority and effective discipline procedures must balest
lished in the work place. What happens when the boss le
the workers get away with things right from the stargrev
though the worker understands what he is to do?

Some translations of vs. 21 make it seem like pampering a
servant is a good thing. Pampering is ineffective fostera/
servant relationships because the pampered servant é&com
dependant. Use both positive and negative reinforcement.

Vs. 20 & 22
Not only must there be effective discipline for therkplace
to be productive, but there must also be self cont¥hat
does vs. 20 say we must control?
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CAREFUL

Read Proverbs 29:23~- HUMILITY AND PRIDE
What does pride cause?

What does humility bring?

Read Proverbs 29:24~- CHOOSING FRIENDS

If you are friends with a thief and are aware of hisngato-

ing, but don’t come forward with the truth, you've brought
curse on your own head. What kind of person makes friends
with a thief?

Read Proverbs 29:25-26- FEAR OF MAN OR
FEARFGGOD

Being afraid to offend people is a dangerous trap. Trusting
God is our safety. While government can be soughtéddp,
where does our help ultimately come from?

Read Proverbs 29:27~ THE CHOICE

Choose the path of righteousness or wickedness. Choose
wisdom or folly. They are not compatible. Read
Jeremiah 6:16. The Lord is calling you to choose the good
path, where you find rest for your soul. Will you walkiti

What changes do you need to make?

108




PART FOUR
AGUR’S
WISDOM
RIDDLES

Proverbs 30



BACK TO BASICS

Read Proverbs 30:1-6- CREATION AND SCRIPTURE

Vs. 1-3
Human understanding is limited. Who is the only souifce o
wisdom?

Vs. 4
Only the creator can be the answer to the questions being
asked. Who is the Creator?

Compare vs. 4 with Colossians 1:15-18.

Vs. 5
How much of Scripture proves true?

Read Ephesians 6:16. Do you have faith in God to protect
you?
Do you take refuge in Him? If so, how?

Vs. 6
No one is to add to Scripture. Read Deuteronomy 12:32,
Revelation 22:18, and 1 Corinthians 4:6. Will you heed this
warning in light of the popularity of the idea of recayia

personal “word from God?”
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HUMILITY

Read Proverbs 30:7-9~ HUMBLE PRAYER

Vs. 7-8

Poverty can deceive you to think that God is not neahdgi

can deceive you to think that God is not needed. Agur asks
that God will keep him away from both. What else does
ask for?

Vs 9
Agur’'s motivation is the same as yours and mine should be.
What is it?

Read 1 Corinthians 10:31.

Read Proverbs 30:10~- EQUALITY

What happens if you slander a servant to his master?

Read Proverbs 30:11-14 LOW LIFES

Agur names four types of low-lifes. List them here:
Vs. 11

Vs. 12

Vs. 13

Vs. 14 111




CONTENTMENT

Read Proverbs 30:15-16- DISCONTENTMENT IS
NEVERATISFIED

The lesson of this riddle is the insatiability of aistent-

ment. To what does Agur compare those who are always

looking for more?

Read Proverbs 30:17~ LISTEN TO YOUR PARENTS
Those who shun parental discipline are headed for aflife
disaster. What word picture is painted to describe tifiet

Read Proverbs 30:18-26- WITHOUT A TRACE
The first three things Agur lists leave no trace:

An leaves no tracks.
A slithers and is gone.
A wake is swallowed in waves.

A man with a virgin refers to adultery without being caught
This verse is followed by the description of an adulterd-
fering no guilt.

Read Proverbs 30:21-23- INSUFFERABLY SATIATED
Four common areas of discontentment and why they are bet
ter left unfulfilled:

Vs. 22a~A who becomes king can't rule
well, never having been trained.

Vs. 22b~ A who receives his fill of what
he wants is unable to handle it wisely.

Vs. 23a~ An unloved desperate for a
husband is never satisfied with the man she marries..

Vs. 23b~ A female becomes a mistress and

can’t do a good job, just like the slave in vs. 22a.
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ANIMAL WISDOM

Read Proverbs 30:24-28- PREPARE, WORK,
COOPERE, & NEVER
THINKOU CAN'T DO IT!

Vs. 25
What is the lesson of wisdom the ant teaches?

Have you seen a tiny ant carrying a huge crumb? He works
hard to prepare for his own.

Vs. 26
What is the lesson of wisdom the rock badger teaches?

It's not easy for this animal to carve a home out ckrdut
he works hard to make a secure home.

Vs. 27
What is the lesson of wisdom the locust teaches?

The locusts cooperate with authority.

Vs. 28
What is the lesson of wisdom the lizard teaches?

The powerless lizard that lives in the palace teachdbais
no one needs to be a victim of weakness. It is pesobl
everyone to make the best of their situation.
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VICTORS

Read Proverbs 30:29-3% VICTORY

Four examples are given of things that move in a Igtate
manner. These are examples of victors, not victims:

Vs. 30~

Vs. 3la~

Vs. 31b ~

Vs. 31c~ A whose army is with him.

Read Proverbs 30:32-33- HUMILITY

If you make trouble, there will be trouble in your lif&Vhat
should proud trouble makers do?
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PART FIVE

LEMUEL'S
GETS
PRACTICAL
ADVICE
FROM
HIS MOTHER

Proverbs 31



A LIFE OF VIRTUE

Read Proverbs 31:1-9~ THREE THINGS A GODLY
MOTHE WANTS HER
SOMNKNOW & DO

In this chapter, a mother gives advice on three aspécts o
lationships that have been stressed in Proverbs — dheffe
God, heeding parental advice, and finding a good wife.

Vs 2-3~ WATCH OUT FOR LOOSE WOMEN

Women can sap and destroy the energy and strength of a
man. He must not use his position to feed personal moral
corruption. What could the result be for him as a king?

Vs 4-7~ STAY AWAY FROM ADDICTIVE BEHAVIOR
Lemuel is told to keep his head clear. Those who are in
volved in addictive behavior will fail in ruling over delp-

ing others. In our culture, many behaviors are addictive,
cluding drugs, alcohol, and pornography. Can you think of
others?

Vs 8-9~ LIVE IN SUCH A WAY THAT OTHERS GO

TO YOU FOR HELP

Lemuel's mother pleads with him to do justice, defend the
poor, and help the powerless. He must extend his hand to
others for their benefit. Whom is Lemuel told to Ielp
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AWIFE OF VIRTUE

Read Proverbs 31:10-3+ SON, HERE’'S THE TYPE OF
WOMAN QU SHOULD
MARRY

Vs. 10 & 30-31~ SHE FEARS GOD

A woman’s precious value is based on her fear of Godrrathe
than trying to make an impression on people. What is the
result when the foundation for all of her decisionsifia is

the fear of God?

Vs. 11-12 & 28-29~ SHE BENEFITS OTHERS

There’s no doubt that this woman will do no harm and only
good for her husband. As a result, he and her childrdn wil
praise her. Notice her children do not praise her fordia-
tionship withthem, but because of her relationship with her
husband. For single women, this mindset is developed
through benefiting those already in authority, whethdseit
fathers, biblical church leaders, etc. What is it thevoman
does that causes her to be praised?

Vs. 13-19 & 27~ SHE WORKS HARD

The major thrust of this passage is that she seeks, works
brings, rises, provides, considers, buys, plants, dresses,
makes herself strong, works, perceives - which all proae t
she can take care of her household well. How wouldfall o
these actions benefit her future husband?
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Vs. 20 & 26 ~ SHE IS KIND

A woman living according to God'’s higher agenda, wikstfir
give to the poor and then teach wisdom and kindness by bot
her actions and words. What does she do with her haohd a
mouth?

Vs. 21 & 25~ SHE IS HAPPY

A woman who lives by God’'s Word does not fear snow or
whatever the future holds. Instead, she smiles atutiweet
This is because she is prepared. Lazy women worryrrathe
than prepare. Joyful women prepare, then smile at @bdt

will bring. Does this woman have any fear of the future?

How do you know?

Vs. 22 & 24~ SHE IS CREATIVE

Her home and clothing exude such attractiveness and dignity
that she sells what she makes. She proves she coald liv
under the income of her husband, and even contribute to-
wards their economic concerns, instead of overspending.

Vs. 23~ WIFE'S ROLE IN HUSBAND’S REPUTATION

The woman described in this poem has proven that she can
be depended on to help her husband command respect. Her
values and habits will give her husband a certain reputati

Her words and behavior will either destroy or enhanee th
reputation he has established. This verse is the maihgfoin

the poem. What kind of reputation does the woman de-
scribed in Proverbs 31 help her husband to gain?

The beginning of Proverbs was full of warnings against a
young man becoming involved with a woman who would
detract him from the fear of God. How fitting thaé thook
closes with a description of the type of woman who kel

a man bring glory to God!
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